بسم الله اللّه الرّحمن الرّحيم

Friday Khutbah – 11/09/2015

Humility 
Acts of the heart are like the acts of the limbs with regard to reward and penalty. A slave of Allah is rewarded for the good acts of the heart and punished for the evil acts.

Acts of the heart for which a person is rewarded include loyalty and disloyalty for the sake of Allah, putting ones trust in Allah and a righteous intention to do some good deed. In the Hadith of Rasulullah (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) said “Whoever intends to do some good deed but does not do it, Allah will write it for him complete Hasanah or mark of reward.
Some examples for the acts of the heart for which a person is penalised are envy, conceitedness and showing off.
My last talk was about a reprehensible quality and an evil act of the heart, which is pride or arrogance. My talk today is about a good moral quality and an act of the heart for which a person is rewarded. This quality is humility which is the opposite of pride.

Since the definition of pride according to the Prophetic Hadith is: disregard for the truth and contempt for people, the reality of humility (opposite of pride) lies in two things. The first is the acceptance of truth and submission to it. This includes submission to the Deen of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) and not to hold any opinion which are opposed to it. This also includes accepting advice from others.
The second important element as far as humility is concerned is respect for people. One should not think of oneself as being better than other Muslims and one should not look down at them.

Al-Hassan asked: “Do you know what humility is? It is to go out of your house and that every Muslim you meet on the street you think of him is being better than you in some way.
The best form of humility and most honourable after humbling oneself to the truth, is humbling oneself to ones parents by being kind, dutiful and respecting and obeying them and not saying any harsh words.

Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) says: “And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be dutiful to your parents. If one or both of them attain old age in your life say not to them a word of disrespect nour shout at them but address them in term of honour. And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy and say: My Lord! Bestow on them your mercy as they did bring me up when I was small.”

A praiseworthy form of humility which we are commanded to show: is humility towards other Muslims by respecting them, recognising their rights, giving them sincere advice, love for them that which one loves for himself, not to look down at them and not to discredit them.”

Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) says: “And lower your wing to the believers.” 
He also says describing those whom He loves and who love Him: “… humble towards the believers and stern towards the disbelievers.”
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Second Khutbah:

Our Prophet (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) had reached the peak in this good moral quality of humility- as he indeed had reached the peak in all other good moral qualities. Part of his humility (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) is that Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) gave him the choice of making him a prophet and a king or a slave and messenger and he chose to be a slave and messenger saying: “Nay, but a slave and messenger; I eat as a slave eats and sits like a slave sits.” 

He (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) used to say: “O Allah! Make me live as Miskeen (poor person), die as Miskeen and gather me on the day of resurrection with the Masakeen.”

Some examples of his humility (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam) are:  he used to mend his shoe, patch his dress, do the house work, answer the call of a slave, ride a donkey sometimes and walk on foot sometimes.

It is hard to enumerate all the examples of his humility of the Prophet (Salla Allahu alaihi wasallam.) His Shaba (companions) showed wonderful examples in their humility. One of the most amazing examples in this regard is that of Khalifa Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him. When he travelled to receive the keys of Bait al-Maqdis after the Muslim conquest of Palestine he was accompanied by his servant. They had one camel for the journey, and so they decided one should ride and one should walk doing that alternately. When it was time for them to arrive at Bait al-Maqdis it happened that it was the turn of Umar to walk. The monks and priests came to meet Umar. The servant refused to ride on the camel while Umar was walking but Umar insisted that he should get his fair share. So, Umar who was Ameer al-Mu’mineen, entered Palestine while he was leading the camel and his servant was riding on it. That scene only increased him in honour and respect. Some of the monks and priest were so affected by Umar’s humility that they were heard crying.
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