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The problems facing modern western societies have become very clear for everyone who has an insight. These problems are too numerous to count. Among these are the social problems such as the spread of crime, addiction of alcohol and drugs, breakdown of family ties and other forms of moral decadence. Indeed there is no more corruption than legitimizing homosexuality and legislating for men to marry men and women to marry women. There are also the psychological and spiritual problems. In brief, one can say that despite the material advancement there is misery. The material advancement has not brought about the hoped for happiness.
Worse than all is that people in their search for the causes of these problems, they remain unaware of the real cause. This real cause is their turning away from Allah and from His guidance.
Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) told us that turning away from His guidance is a cause for miserable life and corruption on earth. He says: “As for the one who turns away from My message, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement.”

And He says: “So, do you not apprehend that, in case you turn away, you will spread disorder in the land and will sever your ties of kinship?”

We clearly see the realisation of these two Qur’anic verses in the experience of the modern materialistic civilisation which is established on the basis of secularism and Kufr. However, despite the defects of the modern materialistic civilisation, its glitter as represented in the scientific and material advancement  cover up its faults and make people – Muslims included – see the positive side of it only and consider it the ideal example to be followed. 
It is indeed a great fitnah and test for people that this civilization is seen as a leading civilization and a model to be followed. 

It is also very sad to see the discrepancy between the current state of Muslims and the role they ought to play in the leadership of humanity. Our current state is worse than that of the people of modern materialistic civilization. We are materially weaker and scientifically backward than them. They are still holding to some individualistic virtues such as being truthful, honest and straightforward when dealing with others. They are relatively less deceptive and so on. As for us we have lost these virtues. We are devoid of both our original Islamic virtues and from the virtues of the western civilisation – which we imitate. Our current state is worse than theirs; however, their deviation is more serious than us. This may sound ironic given the fact that they are strong and we are weak. They are by the passage of time declining and degenerating whereas we have the potentials to rise up. 

There is a fundamental difference between their deviation and ours in that they are unaware of the real cause of their decline and they do not have the tool for reform. As for us we know what has gone wrong with us and we have at our disposal the greatest force for reform on the face of the globe. Our problem is that we do not use this force. 
Our way forward towards rise, strength, advancement, establishment of a human civilization and towards rescue of all humanity lies in our return and adherence to our Deen. 

It is part of the mercy of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) upon us – we Muslims- that we know the real cause of the problem that has struck us. This is something for which we should be grateful. We should also be grateful to Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala.) for guiding us while many others have gone astray. Muslims should discharge the duty of thanking Him by adhering to their Deen and acting according to it.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Every single day of life that a believer gets is a source of gain for him/her to take a provision of Taqwa for the Aakhirah 
The month of Rajab has passed by and the month of Sha’ban has come upon us while most of us are neglectful. Osama ibn Zayd, radhiya Allahu ‘anhu, said: “I said: O Messenger of Allah! I have not seen you fasting in any month more than in the month of Sha’ban! He said: That is a month between Rajab and Ramadan which people neglect. It is a month during which actions are raised to the Lord of the World and I love that my actions are raised while I am fasting.”
One may say: What can I do in Sha’aban? The answer is: You should know that any act you do during Ramadan, it is recommended that you do as much of it in Sha’ban by way of preparation for Ramadan. These acts include:

· Fasting. It is recommended to fast in Sha’ban; however, if one is not of the habit of fasting during Sha’ban, he/she should not fast after mid-Sha’ban following the Hadith: Do not fast after mid-Sha’ban. However, if one is of the habit of fasting in Sha’ban, one can fast in the second half of Sha’ban up to one or two days before Ramadan. It is disliked to join the fasting of Sha’ban with that of Ramadan because the Prophet (Salla Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: Do not precede the fasting of Ramadan by fasting one or two days before it unless that fasting falls on a day that a person used to customarily fast it.”

· Other acts which one can do during Sha’ban are: recitation of the Qur’an,dhikr. Qiyamul-Layl, Sadaqah, etc.
Slaves of Allah!

There are some Ahadith which were reported regarding the virtue of the middle night of Sha’ban; however, these Ahadith are mostly weak or fabricated. The best of these narrations is that which was reported by Ibn Majaah and Ibn Hibban from Mua’dh Ibn Jabal that the Prophet (Salla Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said: “Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, looks at His creation on the night of mid-Sha’ban and He forgives all His creation except a Mushrik or a person between him and another person there is quarrel.”
Some of the scholars said about this Hadith that it is weak; however, many scholars said it is sound and that this night has special virtues and merits over other nights. These scholars include Imam Ahmed, Al-Awza’I, Ibn Taymiyah, Ibn Rajab and Al-Albani, may Allah have mercy upon all of them.
Those who said the Hadith is sound said it is all right for a Muslim to do Qiyam on this night because it is room for the descent of the mercy of Allah. However, this should be done at personal level, and people should not meet for it and do collective worship in the Masaajid. 

The scholars did not permit that people should in any way:

· Gather together for it in the Masaajid like they do in obligatory prayers. 

· To fast on its day because there is no sound tradition or scholarly opinion to suggest that there is any virtue in fasting on its day.
In this Hadith there is a call for every Muslim to review two issues:

Firstly:  the extent (amount) of his/her Tawheed and his/her pureness from Shirk; the hidden and the apparent; the minor and the major. Also his/her Ikhlas and its pureness from the dirt of Riya’ (showing off.)
So, you should watch over your Nafs and search it in and out perhaps you are inflicted with one of these shirk practices that are wide spread among the Ummah. One should not think of oneself as being free from shirk. Ibrahim Al-Taymi said: How could feel secure from Shirk after Ibrahim Alayhis-Salam. He was the father of the prophets and leader of the Hunafa yet he used to fear for himself and for his children the worship of idols. Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) says citing the words of Ibrahim: “and keep me and my children away from worshipping idols.”
Secondly: He/she should have clear heart towards other believers. He/she should clean his/her heart from hatred or enmity to them because Allah does not forgive those who animosity between them. 
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